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Steve Matthews: I am here today, August 23, 1971 with

Mro C.C. Swink cf 1001 Balls Hill Road, “cLean, Va,
Mr. Swink is the son, one of nine ildren of
Edward I'. and Frances Magarity Swink. WMr, Swink's
parents were the longtime owners and operators of
the Swink Saw Mill which wes located at Swink Mill
Road and Georgetown Pike. Tnis is Steve Matthews
speaking. Okay Mr. Swink, the first thing I wanted
to ask you was where were you born and who were

your parents?

C.C. Swink: I was born ah the old mill, Swink's Mill
down here on the Pike (Georgetown). And, my mother,
you mean before she was married?

S.M.: Uhum.

C.S.: She was a Magarity.

.M.: Is that the Wagarity famlily that lives . . .

C.S.t Yeah, yeah.

S.M,: In that family.

Ceds: Thatts right.

«+3 Anc your father was Charles Swink then, I gues .
C.5,+ My father was Edward Bell Swink, . . Swink.

S.M,: Uhum. Your father wsas.

C.8.,: My father was, ves.

S.M.: DNow, you were born at the mill, so whi~h one,
your sister saild they had nine children, so which one
were you ¢f the nine?

C.S.,: Well, I was the second from the last. That makes
me about seven,

SeM.: That's about it.




C.5.: Yes.

S.M,: So, you didn't know anything except the mill, that's
where you grew up.

C.8.° Yes, that's right.

S.M.: Can you tell ue scmething about the mill, what
was there and . . .

£.8.: Well, I can just remember when the old grist mill,
you saw the picture I guess up at my sisters didn't you?
S.M.: Yes.

C.S5.: And I was a little fellow and I can remember the
0ld man that had a stiff arm, old man Ormsbee. He used
to run that part of the mill, you see. And I can
remember seeing the meal and stuff coming cut of these
chutes down there and he'd put it in these bags. DBut

I must have been awful small cause that went way back.
And my father, he had, right across the branch, the

saw mlll - steam engine down there with the saw mill,
And then when the wheel broke on the cld grist mill
there why, that just sat there and that's all. We
stored stuff In it and what not.

$,M.: So the wheel broke on that?

C.5.: The axle, the big ole wooden axle that went
through under the mill, that turned the cogs that

run the burrs and what not.

g, M.: Were you always too small to 2welp or did you

help in the mill?

C.S.: Well, in that part I used to nelp around down

in the saw mill, yocu know. And later cn when I got
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bigger, 1'd go out in the woods and get a big colcred
fellow on one end of the crosscut saw and we'd cut down
big ocak timbers and saw 'em off and bring 'em in for
logs, you know.

S.M.: Did you go to Washington or go other places with
the wood that was sold?

C.5.: Yeah., And when they was bulldin' the Union Station
over there, we had threé'horses, two bilg gray horses and
a sorrel and we used to use those three horses as a

team there. The old gray horse, we used him for a

saddle horse, and ws had him brcke with cne bind, ycu
know. And I hauled these osk timbers over there for

the Union Station when they was bulldin' that. They

had these little ole steam engines, upright steam engines,
and the drums and the cables and they had to have these
booms, you know, for to pick this stuff up and the stome.
Well, I hauled those ocak beams cr booms over there for
that.

S.M.: You helped cut them out?

C.8.: Yeah, my father sawed them at the mill, well I
remember standin' there and watchin' them with those old
drums rollin' and they'd pick these - a box of 'em, I

was just a kid then, I guess about twelve or thirteen
years old. All the way to Union Station, my God, we

had three Horses and that load of oak timbers. And

they sawed them and cut them in eight squares, you know,
- they wasn't squares they were so you could put a collar

on them,you know.



S.M.: Your sister said that ycu all sold kindlin' too?
C.8.: Yeah. We'd take and sell that about once a week.
Load up about two hundred of these sugar, hundred pound
sugar bags, you know, and put them in that swivet ang
that cut it about so long. In those days in Washington,
pretty near everybody had the coal stoves, you know,

and they'd have to have kindlin' for starting. So

we took a couple hundred of those sacks and have them
piled up on that wagon maybe all the way so that if

you sat down on the front seat, you couvldn't see what
was behind ycu. But 1t was light, we'd take down arcund
Georgetown there and sell them for ten cents a sack, three
for a quarter, you kncw.

S.M,: The roads were pretty bad in those days, weren't
they?

£.5.: Oh yes, that was a dirt pike out here them. In
winter time which was mostly when we wsre haulin' the
wcod, in summertime they didn't need sc much of it.

But, we'd take the three horses and maybe sometimes if
it was too bad, we'd have to take a partial load down
there at Langley, that's fight there where those forks
of the road comes in there, and pile it off to the

side of the road and come back and get the other half
and put that on and go down there. As a usual thing,
we'd take -it down there on Friday nights, then ride the
horses down there on Saturday mcrning, load 1t up or

if its already loaded up, hook 'em up and take off. It

would take three hours from here, down at the old mill



down to Georgetown.
S.M.: And that's generally where you sold 1t?

C.5.: Yeah, around Georgetown.

S.M,: Now, you've spent most of your 1life in this aresa,

C.3.: Oh yeah.

S.M.: You weat to school here,now, what school did yom

C.8.: I went to Carper's School.

$.M.: Carper's School, now is that in Lewinsville?

C.3.: DNo, that was up the old pike, up there about

two miles and a half- three miles up the pike. Right
opposite where Wallace Carper's fasrm was. Tom Carper's

it was then. You know where the Madeira School is, well
it's right down - the Madeira School owns the piece of
ground now, I think. It's right down to this end of thelr
property, it's got a white board fence around 1t.

S.M.: It's on Georgetown Plke?

¢.S8,: Yeah, on the right-hand side going up.

" S.M,: What did it look like?

¢.S.: It was just a little one story building, with one

room. All of us went in there, big, little. (laughter)
S.M.: Do you remember any of your teachers?

C.8.: Well Grace Mack, I think was the first one and
then there was some 0old stout lady by the name of Miss
Harcomb was our teacher.

S.M.,: Miss Harcomb.

U



_C.,3,: Harcomb yeah.

S.M.: DNow when you all went to school, you had to carry
your lunch and everything. I imagine you all helped
alot around the school too?

C.8.: Well, we had to go out and bring in the wood.

And we had one of these big ole long schoolhouse stoves,
you know, that stood up so high. That's what we used

to heat 1t with,

S.M.: And you had both beys and girls in this school?
C,3.: Oh yeah.

S.M.: Everybcdy went to the same school?

C.3.: Everybody went to the same school. And up front,
the teacher had her desk up at the end, you know, up

on a platform like and they had a great long bench about
as long as across this rug (about 10 feet) and she'q
call a certain class up, you kncw, first grade, taird
grade, fourth grade or sorethin', you know - all line

up on that bench snd somebody down at this end would
keep pushin' and she'd push somebody else and he'd push
and the first thing ycu know the one dewn at the end
would be off on the floor. (laughter) And we had these
slates mostly and not much paper. We had slates, you
know and slate pencils that we used to do our arithmetic
and what all,

S.M.,: Did you have one that you carried with ycu, you
tock 1t hoéme?

C.S,: Well, we left it in cur desks.



S.M.: Did you have single desks?

CeSet Yes, well maybe there'd be two at one desk and

a whole row of ‘'em.
S.M,: But you had a place to put ycur stuff.

C.5.: Yeah, it raised uvp. The 1id raised up and you

could put junk in.

S.M.: I had a desk like that once. So you remember
you had women teachers, they were usually single women?
.5.: Uhum.

8.M.: Do you remember anything about your fellow
students at school?

C.8.: Well, we used to go down in the front lot there
and play ball at noon recesses and in the winter time
we'd snowball one another, you know. Sometime get in
a fight cr two.

S.M.: They were things that young kids do.

£.8.: Oh well, but we didn't smoke any pot (laughter)

S.M.: (laughter) You didn't have to really huh., Now,

you had a large family, I imagine quite a bit cf the
things that you all did were family affairs. What
about your neighbors, did you have any neighbors?
S.M.: Well, the closest neighbors then was a colored
family on the Rill there by the name of Boston and
they were real good colored people and they were the
closest. And then up between that and the Balls Hill

Road here there was a family that stayed there - I think



the first ones that was in there was Houbsz.

S.M,: What was that?

C.S5.: Houtz, H-0-U-T-Z. And they went ount and then
there was a deaf and dumb man that came in later on
come in and then the next, that was abcut the closest
nelghbers. But further up on the other side about a
half a mile or somethin', up tc the top of the hill

up there is the ¢ld Jackson place. There was a couple
0ld maids that lived up there, Miss Cordelia. I forget
the other ones name. No there was very few people around
here at that time.

S.M.: Then you were rather lsolated, but you had a
large family so you never got lonely.

€.5.: Oh no.

S.M,: What did you do for entertainment, I mean, was
there anything like carnivals or did you gc to other
places?

C.S.: ©No, there wasn't. We used to go, when we was
younger to Great Falls. You know, at the Fourth of
July and the Thirtieth of May and maybe Labor Day,

We'd get everything and pack up and maybe take the
horse and wagon, you know and drive up there and vark
and spend the day at Great Falls. That was about it.
S.M.: Was that pichics?

€.8.: Yeah, uhum.

8,¥.: Now, the railroad went to Great Falls too, didn't
it? Did you all sometimes take the rallread up there?

C.S.,: Yeah, well that was later cn. There was a rallroad



when I was about, I don't know, twelve yeérs old, some-
thing like that. That's when they put this railroad
threcugh here. I remember drivin' horse and cart when

my father had the contract from McLean to Elkins, that's
just the edge -~ that's as far as it went at that time,
where the old pike here crosses 01d Dominion Drive at
Elkins. Then, you can't call it anything now, he had

a livery stable there. He used to take peopls there

and haul 'em back into Great Falls from there. Wy
father had the job of going cver this and fillin' Up the
washes and guildin' it out where they didn't pass, you
know, I remember he drove cne o0ld horse with a dump
cart and he had the other two horses to a wagon and

a couple of other teams and a bunch of colored men they
went along, and most of that was just vpick and shovels
because 1t was cuttin' out where maybe the banks waan'®t
steep encugh or maybe too steep. And then it would
wash out in places, before they put the cinders dewn

and laid the tracke, gettin' it ready for that. Then
later on a few years after that, McDonald cut it threough
into the falls, made the circle there where the street
cars turned arcund.

Q i
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.t Is that when they built the hotel uvv there?

s

C.3.: Yeah.

S.M.: Apd that was rather a vopular place, I guess?

C.8.: Oh, man it was a busy place there. There was



merry-go~rounds, dancing pavillions.
S.M.: If you wanted to have a nigh time that was the
place to go, huh?

Ey

C.S.: That was the place to go.
S.M.: Now, where did your family do the shopping for
the things thet you needed?

C.8.: Well,they had thirty acres of ground between here

and Scott's Run dcocwn there. It came out here and faced

on Balls Hill. We would have a garden down in there and

then up at the branch there was seven acres 1n that ground

3

down there where the mill was. And vp that branch along
the side there, we u to have one of the begst

in Fairfax County. And there's where we'd railse

}_J
e

pota ces and stuff k

D

that y v know, cabbage- cabbage

af te

3

the fall of the yvear come, we'd

jo

we'd take 'em an
take ‘'em and set nut along there at the side of the
branch and then get some pine limbs and put over top

cf them you know., And you could go in there and cut
your cabbage any time ycu wanted to. You'd just take
'em up you know roots and all, jvst take 'em In there
and set 'em after 1t had got cold. And the potatces,
we'd fix a hill there and put some straw and stuff down
and put potatoes in there and cover them over with
straw and in the winter time we'd go cut and dig back
in there about that much dirt until we got the potatoes
out and the turnips the same way.

: And all those things kept.
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£.S.¢ In the spring of the year they'd start to sprout
and the cabbage where you wculd cut them off why they
would stabt sproutin' out again and then you'd have
your greens.

S.M.: That's really amazing, it really is. Eut you had

it 21l planned cut.

C.5.0 Oh yeah. Well my father had it all planned out
we dld the work. (laughter) Then they'd have the lima
beans and all that stuff that my mother would can, you

know. In them days they didn't have the freezers.

S.M.: I guess cooking was quite a job in your house?
C.S.3 Oh yeah, they'd kill two or three hogs and take

them up in that room in the ©ld mill there, hang 'em up
and salt 'em down, you know.

S.M.: You did your own butchering then?

C.S¢et Oh yeah. !
S.M.: Now, was there a store anywhere nesr?
C.5.t The nearewt store was Langley, old man Homer |

down there at Langley had the store. And then at
Lewinsville cver here there was Mankin's and Besley's.

SN, Is that Beslerts?

|
C.3.: DBesley. |

S.M,: Eesley. :

C.2.t You kncow where Evan's Farm Inn isg? r

S.M,: Sure.

C.3.: That was it. Tpne stére was right dcwn from the




house- right down.at the road, you could drive right

down the road, get up and go up the steps and go in

03

the store. He had the biggest store around.

S.M.t Who made the trips to the store in ycur family?

C.8.¢ Well, if we probably needed something we'd get it

there, but usually on Saturday, we'd make up a list

and go to town with a load of wood or scmethin' and

stop at G.W. Offert's and get the sugar and coffee and
anything that we didn't have at home, by golly that we
would want. And bread, we used to have hct biscuits
nearly every day mornin', ncon, and night. And a

loaf of bread in them days, I bought meny of 'em six
loaves for a quarter bought from the Stohlman's Eread
Vagon. It wasn't wranped, put all up in celophane paper

and all that because in them days they didn't know what

it was.

S.M.: And that was a bread wagon. Was that in
Georgetown?

C.S8.: The bread wagon would go arcund and deliver from

door to door at places, people there in town.

¢,M.: And so you could just stop it on the street.

(@]
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top it on the street and get six loaves for a

quarter, Five cents a loaf if you just wanted a loaf
of bread. -If you wanted six loaves, he'd sell 'em to
you six for a quarter.

S.M.: Did you all have cows?

C.35,: Yeah.,



3,M,: So you had your own milk?
C.8.: We had our own milk, cream,and butter.

in
]
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.t Well, they had nine hands to help do it.

i
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.5.% Down on the same side of the rosd where the waw

mill was, they had a cow barn there where we kept three
two or three cows. We'd have part of this down here in
wheat and part of it dn corn and we'd take the wheat up
to the brick mill, that's up there on 7 (Route). I guess
they're just restorin' it now, ycu know, that old brick
mill there, Miller's,

S.M.,: Is that the Colvin Run M111°?

C.5.7 Yeah. There was a little wheat in the wagon in

sacks and there was some corn for some corn meal. We'd
drive up there and trade - usually they would take 1t
out for toll, you know. You wculdn't have to stand there
and wait until he ground that, he wculd give you so
much for what you had and then so much he'd take out
for toll. And then he'd nhave that to sell. Ycu'd

get a barrel of flouvr, a bunch of corn meal iIn the

fall of the year and that barrel of flour would run
you through the winter.

S.M.,: At that time, there wasn't much communication
with the rest of the county with this area here was
there?

C.8.: Neo.

S.M.: You didn't really hear abeout Fairfax,

C.3.: Sometimes ycu'd hear about them when the accessor

came around.

S.M.: That's the Wway it is today. In alot of ways I




I

think. What about churches, were there any churches in
the area?

C.3.: The Lewinsville churches.

S.M.: And did you all go to that church?

C.S.: Well, when we went, it wasn't very often.

S.M.: Your sister said that you used to go to Sunday

School?

CeS.t I used to go to Sunday School at the school house

up there at Carper's, you know, after we got bigger.
But that was a walk night and morning, by God. The
kids now, if you want 'em to go down to the mailbox
and get a letter out of the mailbox, they have to get
a car to go down.

S.M.: Now, the Carper School was on Georgetown Pike?

C.S.: That"s right.

S.M.: And where exactly, can you tell me that?
You said Madeira School.

C.S5.: It's right on this lower end of the Wadeira School
property. There's a little bunch of wocds In bewween

the field where they graze their horses and where this
spot is where the scheool was. And there's a road that
comes cut from Spring Hill and turns, it dead end right
into the old pike and it was right there almost across
the road from that.

S.M.: Would you gay that in the area at that time, there
was a social place - did people, the men come into the
store to talk?

C.8.: Well, there wasn't too much of that, mostly it was

more thickly populated around Lewinsville out there and




it was either Besley's or Mankin's store ycu'd sit
around and wait for the old fellows to come in and

teat the gums, there wasn't much of these hippiles
hangin' arcund the stores then.

S.M,: Well, you probably remember, I asked your sister
toos, the epidemic, the flu epidemic in 1918 or so. Do
you have any memories about that?

C.8.: All I can remember was is that I was at Camp Lee
and they were rigged up on the railrcad station cut there
wrapped in blankets, just like cord wood.

S.Met Now, where was this?

——

C.3.: Camp Lee, down below Richmond, Petersburg. I think

they call it Fort Lee now.

S.M.: So it was a pretty bad epidemic just about every-
place.

C.8.: Deed it was. My @od, they died off down there
like flies.

S.M.: So were you in the First World W r?

C.S.: Yeah. I was at Camp Lee durlng that epidemic. We'd
go down to the infirmary and get some medicine and lire
up, you know. And 1t wcould ke as far as from acrcss the
road to the hcuse that you'd have to go to the barracks,
(about 600 feet) and they'd be lined up 2ll the way.

Some cf the@ weculd lay down cn the side of the rcad, some
of 'em wouldn't get up and you'd get up there and £inally
get in and they'd give you a big white »ill that lcoked

like an oversized asvpirin and a glass of water and have you




come back tomorrow, that is if you was able tc get back

tomorrow. But I pulled through it.

1€}

M.t You had the flu then.,

C.2.: Yeah, I had it. I was in that line.

S.M.: Did you see any action in the First World War?

(@}
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No, I didn't get overseas. The day the Armistice
was signed, there was five hundred of us gettin!' our
overseas examination, and man when that come through there
wasn't much examination left, they just put on 0.S8.S.,

.

0.8.8., everybody cn their cards. nNo, when I first went
in there I was switched tothe officer's training school
on speclal duty and that's where I stayed uhtil they

got scrappin' the barrel fcr men, towards the last

there and they got five hundred of us out of there

and that's where we was getting examined that day.

Then I had to stay on, these guys that was takin' this
course, they had a preference of bein' discharged then
or to go ahead and finish the ccurse, ycu see, and get
their commission. And there was a bunch of 'em that
stayed cn, and of ccurse, we nad to stay cn there and
take charge of the mule teams, they had mcstly then,
they didn't have so much ef the cars and trucks. They
had horses for the officers to ride and they had to have
a horse, so when I came out of training schcol I had
charge of the mule barn. Clean up and take the trash
down to the incineratcr and come back and haul provisions

and all that stuff there. TUsually they would want a

team for this or a team and you'd have to get them ready.




S.M,: What did you do after the war?

C.8.: Well, I come back and went to work as a carpenter
and stayed on till I got married and went to Florida

and stayed ocne winter, come back and bought a little
house 1in Georgetown, stayed there about a year or two.
And then my wife's mother got sick, whe was livin' here
I come on out here and stayed with her until she died
and I been nere ever since.

S.M.: So you have been here most of your 1life?

C.5.,: Yeah.

S.M.,: Do you remember the Depressicn years?

CeSa: Yeah.

S.M,: How ¢did 1t effect people here?

C.S5.s Well, I didn't do sc bad, I was working for

a jobber in Georgetown there, a contractor, John H.
Collier, remodlin' all those o0ld houvses arcund there

in Georgetown. And I had been with him for quite
eawnile, so the other men hevhad workin' for him hadn't
been with him too long and he just held me on and I'd
get maybe three days a week, four days a week. Maybe
the next week, I'd zet a full week or somethin' like that.
I didn't do tvo bad because I was workin' for a good man
and he knew that I could do the work. And alot of these
rich guys from around there, they would call up at

the office down there and want me - they wanted him to
seénd cut Casey, everybody knew me by the name of Casey.

Fe had alot of those well to do people there in George-

town, in the embassies and things.

] .

17




S.M.: So you didn't fare that badly?

C.5.: I didn't, no. I lost what money I had in the

bank at Gecorgetown.

s.M.: I wanted to ask you, where did the Swink family
come from?

€.8.: (laughter) You know about as much about that as
I do. I think they originated mostly in Pennsylvania
and my father he moved from up in there around Seneca

or somewhere. I never did know, never did see the house
that he lived In, up in there arcund called Forestville.
S.M.: Thst's where they lived first in Virginia was

up in Forestville?

C.5,: Yeah,

S.M.: And was that after your father was married?

C.5.: UNo, he was brought up in there, in that neighbor-
hood somewhere. Then he lived there after he was married,
I think all of '‘em but, I don't know whether Edward or

my sister. There wasn't toc many of vs born down here

at the old mill. They hadn't been down there too long.

S.M.t I see that you have a mascnic ring on, did you

belong to the Masons in this area?

C.8.: McLean-Sharon 327, I was the second man raised |

S.M.: BSo, you'Ve been a memper: there.quite aolong ' time?

C.,5.,: Fifty-seven years.

5.,M.: Mrs. Corner in McLean, she says that the Masons

had quite a bit to do with helping the Franklin Sherman
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Schocl, do yocu remember that at all?
£.5.: Yeah, well there's where I was raised in Franklin
Sherman Schocl. And of course, initiated, I was initi-
ated in Barney Storm's store up in the attic part of
i1t. Hot, daggene. They used to go wind up around those
little back steps to get up in there. Now, Mark Turner,
from up here at Forestville, was the first man raised
in that lodge.
S.M.: TUhum.

.t HNo, I put the benches and the seats in the Sherman
School down there when I was working fcr old man Portey
A.J. Porter.

S.M.,s» H.A, Porter?

C.3.,: A.J. Porter.

S, M.: A.J.

£.5.: Uhum. He was kind cf a nice old man, he had

kind of a twitch in his eye and he would say something
to you and he would bat ' is eyes like this (flutters

his eyelids).

[¢2]

M. Now, where was he located?

C,S5.: You know where they have a circle cr half circle,

-

in Clarendon, where the c¢iréle is. I don't know now

whether 1t's a gas staticn, I think it's a gas station.

Well, when you go around that circle over on the right

(x

hand side like you was goin' from up to Falls Church
down through, it would be cn the right hand side. I
think there's a gas staticn there now. There was at

one time, in that cormer house there, that's where he was.




S.M.:  So he was right there in the middle of Clarendan?

£.S.: Well yeah, that's where his office was, but he
had a shed back there somewhere nere he used to gather
up His scraps, when he was puttin' on weatherboard and
stuff lilke that. And if he had a plece that long left
over, he'd put 1t é&n his little old Ford truck, pick-up

truck, you know, mecdel T Ford and take it home put it

ct

in the shed and gsave it.

S.M.: Now, what about when you were home, what about
hclidays, do you remember Christmas, how Christmas

was celebrated?

.3, Oh yeah. We'd have a big Christmas Tree in the
old hcuse, down in the front room and decorate it
with all kinds of candles and pavers and other stuff
they'd string around cver 1t. VYeah, it wouldn't be

Christmas if you didn't have a Christmas Tree.

S.M.: No. Did they have anything like Santa Claus

C.5.: Yes, we were suppose to belleve in Santa Claus,

when we were smaller. (laughter)

2

JM,: How long did your father run the mill, do you know?

I

The grist mill? or the saw mill?
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The saw mill.

i

C.S,: Well, I don't knoew, I guess, after I was grown and
left there, they didn't carry it cn too long. Then he
zot thils gasoline engine for sawin' up the cord wood,

you know the stuff like that to haul into town. There

20



21

wasn't too much timber left arcund then.

{5z

$.8.: You all went out mainly and gct your own trees?

e

l

(]

3.0 Well, we'd buy 'em from - for so much a tree

from Ford Elgin up there at Lewinsville, I mean up

at Spring Hill, come back here off of - where the
Burling Tract is, you know., You'd get an order

for some timber and alot of pecple would bring their
logs in, you know and have them sawed.

S.M,: Did you do that on a toll basis tco? When pecple

brought in thelr logs or was there a fee?

72

C.3.,: No, I think they had a fee then, so much a

thousand foot cr sometain', My father used to saw out
alot of the wagon tongues. The wagons, you know, and
the people there in Washington, Mayfield and Brown and
Hardins. There was two of these places there that
handle them at that time, wagon tonguves, they had

horse and wagons then, they was all would go, you

know. And they'd take 'em in and saw and they'd be tavered
at the end and be wider back mext to the back, you know.
The ax}és, the big ole wooden axle that they'd use and
then they'd have the metal pieces that they put on the
end, Well, you'd saw 'em\éut in the rough and take 'em
in to them and I don't know what in the devil they did
with 'em. But, they had some place to turn these

axlés down at the end so these metal pieces fit on.

You c¢ould go in Mayfield and Brown or somewhere and

get yocurself an axle, maybe at a blacksmith shep and

have him put the ends on, get your wagon back in shape.
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S.M.: What besides the mill and you mentioned a nlace
where you had the cow and then your house was right
next to the mlll, what else was on ycur property

right then that ycu all used?

C.5.: Well, there was a horse stable on the left-hand
slde, yeou saw in that picture yesterday cn the left-hand
side. It had four stalls in it and a vplace up over top
to- store g little bit of hay in and a little shed on
the back. We used to put hay there but most of it was
corn, no we didn't get much hay unless we went out ang
got it off somebody else's ground. Up there at the

old Jackson place, they had alot of this orchard grass
arcund thrcugh the yard and out in the back and in
different places, and they wculd want us to coms up

there and cut it, you know, and take it off to get rid

S.M.: Was that the two maiden ladies?

C.5.: Yeah. So, we'd take it down there\to the house
and make a stack out of it, yocu know. Stack it and then
in the winter time take and cut 1t down through the
center with a hay knife. If yocu took it off level, then
come rain cr snow on top well you've got a flat pilece

of hay up there. You'd cut off a chunk of 1t, take 1t
dewn to the barn. It was cold around here them winters.
I would walk from here to Washington, many mornings right

down beside the wagon.

S,M,; You walked it.

L
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C.3.: Walked, yeah. You'd go across Chain Bridge down
there and them old boards cn that old bridge, that
wooden bridge, you could hear 'em crack for a mile, it
was froze so, ycu know. The wagon tires was screechin'
and singin'. And that canal over there would be froze
so, ycu could stick your hand down in the cracks. It
froze and expanded, you know, and the cracks wculd come
in it. It don't scund possible but Cockfleld used to
run a bakery down on Wisconsin and O Street, and he

was a great sportman. Fe bet his partmer that he could
bake a loaf of bread and take it out there and put it
in a blanket and drive to Alexandria before the loaf of
tread got cold, down the river. And he did. He tock
his horse and sleigh and went down there to the end of
Rock Creek and went out on the ice and drove to
Alexandfia with a loaf of bread.

S.M.: My gocodness. On the river.

C.3,: Right on the river on the ice.

S.M.: VNow, who was this? -

C.S.,: Cockfield, used to run a bakery there in Georgetown,

at Wisconsin and O Street.

S.M.: And he got to Alexandria before . . .

€,8.: Yeah, and won his ten dellars.

S.M.: (laughter) What do you know.

C.S.: And down over the bank there on the canal,
between the canal and the river there used to be a

big ice house there. A great big lcng bulldin' and
I've seen 'em out there on that river cuttin' ice that

thick (about two feet). And they wculd saw it with a




saw in bilg chunk and then they'd have these grapple hooks
these men weuld get underneath of it ycu know, and they'd
flop it back up on there and they take it and load it

on a sleigh with a horse hoof there to slide and haul

it up to this ice house and s tore it in sawdust. They'd
put sawdust around and then after so much they'd put
sawdust over it, that's where they got the ice from in
the summer time.

S.M.: Did you all have an ice hcuse, a place for ice?

or where did you get ycur ice?

£.85.: We had~ there was an ice house up here.

S.M.: That was on the property too.

C.8.: Yes, the pond was down here on the Carper place,
that was one pond. Then there was cne on the Ball's
place. It never got that thiuk cause the pond wasn't
that deev. Cauvse down there I've seen 1t two feet

thick.

S.M,: I don't remember seeing the Potomac completely
frozen. I guess things have moderated.

C.3.+ Sure have,.

S,M.: With all the bullding up arcund and everything,

H
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véss, it's probaly . . .

Q

.S.,t No , I think it's a change in the whole climate.

&,M.: What sbout the Potomac, did ycu all swim in 1t

or did you swim elsewhere?

¢.8,: Yeah, FPish and swim too.

B

S.M,: Where did you go?
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C.3.: Back down here where the Beltway cross s in there,
Balls Pond.

S. M., Wnhat 1s that called?

.8, Ve used to call - it's Doublefield Falls the

fte
52}

name of 1it, but we called it Balls Pcnd because 1t was

on the Balls' property, you know what I mean?

.S.: And then down at Jackson's Island, we used to go

down there and do slot of fishin', not much swimmin'.,
M.3 Now, where is Jackscn's Island?

C.,S5.: Between Doublefield Falls and Yellow Rock!TFalls.

S.M.: (laughter) = kneo the river, I c 11.

C.S.: Yeah, there's Herzog's and Jackson's Island

both right in that space there.

pie

S.M.: So you used it quite freely at that time, there

polilution?

o)
4

wasn't any problem
C,5.: No. I had a boat down theres.

S.M.: What abcut dating at that time, was there any place

where the boys and gilrls cculd bet together or was 1t
just at school?
.. Well, we had up there above, right oprosite where

t ]
o

¢
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Madeira Scheol is, there was a big barn there. And they
had turned it into a two-room, made it nice floor and
one thing and another. And they built a big f

four foot sitick of wood in this big

0

you could put
fireplace. And there's where they used to have the dances.

Dances in them days was the sguare dance, you knew, and




that would be where we would go to dance.

S.M.: That was nice then. Convenient.

C.S.: By the time you walked from down home there up
te the dance until about twelve cr one c'clock and
then come back and get out the team of hcerses and head
for Washington, why, you'd just put in twe days.

S.M.: ( laughter) I think so. Now, the grist mill
that was discontinued when Mr, Ormsbee left?

C.5.t No, he didn' leave but the axle, the big old

weoden axle 1is what cut that down.

S..t Yean, vou gaid that brcke. But,

after that?
C.5.: The cld man died later than that, he lived from
up in there asround Forestville somewhere., I can

just remember the old man, one arm was stiff and he'd

have a jcb tryin' to get his fork up tec his wmouth,
you know, I was a little fellow.

S.M,: Did he board with ycu all too?

CeS.: Yeah, he lived there. He had a little room up

in the upstairs part of the mill, that's where he
slept and stayed, but he took his meals cover at the

house.

arcund ycur house?
C.8.1 Nooo R
S,l.: That w:is probably before.

C.5.: Yes, before.

§.M,: Your sister mention that, that w s when she was

M.y Sure. Do you ever remember any -oldilers camping
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when she was very young, I think too. Now, where exactlw
were each of the mills, that's what I'm interested in?
Tﬁe one that burnt down in the forties, that was the . . .
CeS.: grist mill.

2.M.: The grist mill,

£.2.¢ The other was right strairht across the road,

you know where they - have ycu been up there lately?

S.M.: Yes, I just went by.

C.5.¢ Well, ycu know there's a gate there where they

go back into Burling Park there, right down beside tne

branch.

v}
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S.M.t Yeah, down cn the . . .

C.S8.: Well, it was just inside that gate, right beside

of the branch. That's where the saw mill was,.

S.M.t S0, ycu were cn eaither side of Gecrgetown Pike?

C.S.: Yesh, the grist mill was on, gcin' up that way,

it was on the left side and the saw mill was on the

right side.

S.M.: DNow, on ycur property you had the two mills and
your house?

C.5.: Well, the property that the saw will wasn't owned -
that was all Mackall's proverty.

S.M,: Oh, I see.

C.S.: See, all that land from down at Langley to Scott's
Run or may?e farther on up, all that land in there one
time, alot of that in there belonged to Mackall. My
father rented this little corner in there for the saw mill.

Tt was right close down there to the branch and right

next to the road. No, Millard got the stones out of the
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old grist mill, and he put them in that mill up there

at Colvin Run. The stones ths

[

's in there ncw conme
froem down there at Swink's Mill.

S.M.: Now was this man named ¥iller?

C.S.: Yeah, Sam Millard. Millard.

S.M.: Millard. And he ran Colvin Mill.

CsS5.: He ran the Colvin Run Mill.
S.M.: And that's where ycu all went to get your wheat
ground into flour?

C.8,1 Yesah.

S.M.: Do you remember much before the grist mill broke

C.5.: Very little, I was just a little tot learnin'
to walk cause all I can remember was that old man
there with his stiff arm and that meal comin' out of
the chute.

S.M.: But you did keevn some of that as the tcll?
C.o.t Yes.

S.M.: Some of it was sold.

C.83.: Alot of people would bring the mill corn and stuff
to get 1t ground, you know,and ycu cculd either charge
them for it or else you could so much a bushel or else
take cut so many pounds cut of a bushel or whatever 1t
wag, you know, for a toll. Whichevsr they wanted to do
they didn't have the money to pay for 1it, why, they

let you take cut the toll.

S.M.: Were the mills both frame?

C,8.: Yes.

: ?
S.M.: Ang were they painted, what colcr were they”
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S&.M.: DNo, they weren't vainted at all., They were just

natural.

C.8.: That's right. The old grist mill might have beeén
painted at cne time, whitewashed probably them days,
that's what they used instead of - just mix up lime,
you know and put a little blue in it and salt and

what not and spread 'er on.

S.M.: You remember about your father. I guess he

was a pretty busy man but do you remembsr besides the
mlll and the family did he have anything that he did
cther than that?

C.5.1 DNo, the only thing he did was try to figure out
some way to feed all of us and keep us clothed.

M.: (laughter) That was a big jcb.

C.3.: He had a little blacksmith shop ocut behind there,

he used to shoe all the horses and sharpen uv the tools.
3.M.: Was that your own horses?

C.S5.: Yean.

S, Now, how many cf ycur brethers and slisters are

still living?

e

C.S5.: Two sisters and two brothers, cne brother,
S.M.: And who are they, I know you have Mrs. Van Patten.
C.S.: Harmon and I are the only two beys left.

3.,¥,: Besides Vrs, VanPatten, do the other two live in

the area cr do they live elsewhere?

C.S.: My brother lives at what they used to call Jewel's

el

[

Staticn, down here, and my gister's 1In Flcrida.

S,¥M.: She lives in Florida nowe



C.8.¢ Yes, she's been down there several years.

S.M.: Well, I guess ycu've watched this whole area

kind of grow. What's your impression, how do you . .
£.8.¢ Well, I'd like to go back to the wilderness again.
S.M.: Yeah. It's really mushrcomed, this YcLean area.
£.8.7 At one time, 1f anybody asked me where such a person
lived I ccould tell 'em exactly where to go teo find 'em.

I don't know what these people's name is that lives across
the road here. eople are nct friendly anymcre. My God,
you could go down there, a widow lives there and two girls
and a toy, and ycu'll be cut there cuttin' zrass or trim<
min' flowerts or deoin' somethin' and I'1ll walk up to the
mallbox, and I'1l be from here to that table maybe to 'em,
and they don't even know youtre ihcemistence. I spoke

to cne of 'em there one mornin' and she finally spoke,
1t's been about a year or so. They've been gone now

for about three weeks, I think. I noticed the papers
piled up on the front stoop out there.

S.M,: That's just kind of the way things have changed
then.

€.5.: Oh yeah.

S.M,: With sc many peovple. Alot different from the days -
I guess they were dirt roads that went by ycur hcuse.
C.8.: Yesh, dirt roads both ways. Georgetown Pike, that
old pike, had alot of rock in it, some vplaces it had

the dirt, but mcst of the rocks would set up edgeways
when thet was bullt, years and years ago.

g,M.: So it was rcck too.

30
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CeS.: Yeah, moat of it was, rough as the devil and some-

times the rocks would go through. Down here at Dead

Run, that down here btelow where that little pump station
is, that hill up there was red clay. And I think they
forgot to put any rock in that because in wintertime,

man, them ruts woulcd get about that deep and then it

would be half froze. None of these roads arcund, Churchill
Road, Balls Eill Rcad, ncme of 'em was paved. I

remember the first car that I bought, I bought it in
Washington, second=hand Regal, I don't think there was

but two made, I did see cnrne more. And I came up from

where I was in Langley, come up thrcugh Churchill Read,

to keep frcecm ceomin' through this road dewn here (Georgetown
Pike) and I come up Churchill Rcad and I was runnin' in

mud that deep ( he measures).

S.M,: That's a fdot deep. My gosh.

C.3+.: Run a little while and she'd start spinnin', back

up and get another start and take cff.

S. M.t That's hard tc imagine but I bet it was that way.

C.3,: It was. And this Balls Hill Rcad here, after I

moved out here, by golly, you turn ifi off the old pike,
up here and you'd be in mud trere.

S.M,: What was PBalls Hill?

C.2.: Well, I den't know, this, I think all this propgrty
through here belonged to the Ealls, and the hill was

called Balls Hill, ycu see. Cause this place down here

)

the heme, was the Balls. They bought frem the Balls and

N

then the Burling property back in there all the way to

)

the river was the Ballg'. And 1t didn't go too much



further cut the other way before it run into Magarity.

M.t So there were some pretty bilg land hcldings ouvt

[&]
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here for families.
CeS.* Oh yeah.

Y

S.M.: TWere they living here when you all . . .

»

C.S.t ©No the Balls , lived on - you kncw where 01d
Dominion Drive ccmes and crosces this road, there's

a bilg house that sits back up there in there and they've
mowed that down mest of the way. Well the old hcuse,

I think they bullt a new one in front cf it, I think

the old Ball hcuse is in that., I don't know if they

tore it dewn cr not, that's where the Balle lived.

S,M.: And were they nere arcund the turn of the century?

C.%.: Yeah, some cf 'em were. Some of 'em in Richmond

Q.¥,: So that's where the name ccomes frem?

Yeah.

S.M,: Well, Mr. Swink, I avpreciate you telling you
what you've told me, you've been a great help.

C.8.: Well, it seems like a long time.

$.M.: Yeah, the mill's very interesting and it's
interesting to hear somebody talk who knows Failrfax
County, whose been here quite a hile and knows before
it was a urban ares,.

C.S.: Well, T guess it was right rough in them days but

you didn't mind it tco much. We pulled through.

S.M.: I think so. Maybe better for it.
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